Advent specifically focuses on Christ's "coming,” but Christ's coming manifests itself among
us in three ways--past, present, and future. The readings which highlight Christ's coming in
the past focus on the Old Testament prophecies of his incarnation at Bethlehem. The readings
which highlight Christ's coming in the future focus on his "second coming" on the Last Day
at the end of time. And the readings which highlight Christ's coming in the present focus on
his ministry among us through Word and Sacrament today.

The traditional use of Advent candles (sometimes held in a wreath) originated in eastern
Germany even prior to the Reformation. The four candles remind us that in the four weeks of
Advent we are preparing for the coming of the Christ Child, who is the light of the world.
The wreath of evergreen could also help a person think of the victory and the new and
everlasting life we have in Jesus.

As this tradition came down to us by the beginning of this century, it involved three purple
candles and one pink candle. The purple candles matched the purple paraments on the altar
(purple for the royalty of the coming King). The blue candles and paraments are used as a
reminder of our eager expectation to celebrate His first coming, our joy in His coming to us
in Word and Sacrament, and our joyful waiting for His second coming. The pink candle was
the third candle to be lit (not the fourth) on Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent.
"Gaudete" means "Rejoice!" in Latin, which is taken from Philippians 4:4. ("Rejoice! . . . the
Lord is near™). Hence a "pink" candle was used to signify "rejoicing.” Some also included a
white "Christ candle” in the middle to be lit during the 12 days of Christmas (December 25-
January 5).

The custom of Advent candles has seen many different adaptations. As a result you will also
find numerous explanations of the four candles. Some call the first candle the Prophecy
Candle, or the Hope Candle, or the Expectation Candle. It reminded believers that God had
promised throughout the Old Testament that he would send a Messiah, the Shepherd King, to
save his people. The second candle is called the Bethlehem candle, or sometimes the Peace
Candle. (Others call it the Preparation candle.) The third candle is sometimes called the
shepherds' candle or the joy candle. It was often a pink color (see above). The fourth candle
is called the angel candle or the love candle. Naturally, for all of these themes, appropriate
Scripture references could be used to help hearers and worshippers consider the various
Advent themes of preparation, repentance, fulfillment of promises, the joy of Christ's
coming.

Blessings on your Advent preparation to welcome the King, our Savior Jesus. He rightly
remains the proper focus of our Advent season.

- Adapted from various WELS and LCMS sources
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BLESSING

Cong: (spoken)

O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. |
thank you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my
Savior. Through him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin
and given me the peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against
temptation, correct whatever wrongs | can, and serve you and those
around me with love and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

M: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.



M: Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C: Who made heaven and earth.

M: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.

C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

All: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you

all my sins and iniquities, with which I have ever offended you, and justly
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am truly sorry for them,
and sincerely repent of them, and | pray you, of your boundless mercy, and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

M: Upon this your confession I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the place and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PSALM 2 PAGE 65

SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 1:46-55

46 And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and
holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble
estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever." (ESV)

PRAYER

HYMN #28 - “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

SERMON - Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from
of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is
in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And
he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name
of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of
the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace. (ESV)

OFFERING

PRAYER
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