
 

 

THE PRAYER FOR THE WORD 

 

P: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may thus hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience 

and comfort of your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

THE BLESSING 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace, Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
  

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon on you with favor and give you (+) peace.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                 #401 “Your Works, not mine O Christ” 
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“Our only Hope is in Christ’s 

Righteousness” 
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE BEFORE HIM 

 

 

OPENING HYMN   “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” (CW #378) 
 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: Amen.  
 

P:     Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins  

            to God our Father, pleading with Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

            to grant us forgiveness. 
 

 

P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord   

C:  Who made heaven and earth.   
 

P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.  

C:   And you forgave the guilt of my sin.  
 

 

All:    O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to  

           You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You, and 

           justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am truly  

           sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You, of Your   

           boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy innocent, bitter sufferings  

           and death, of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful  

           to me, a poor sinful being.  
 

P:    Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained   

           servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the place  

           and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the  

           name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

C:       Amen.  
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C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place 

and everywhere.  Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

P: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger:  sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease.  Watch over those who 

travel by land, sea, and air.  Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may 

threaten them. 

C:  Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 

distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

P: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust.  Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 

citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, 

and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth.  Where there are wars, may 

there be peace.  Where there is hatred, let it be healed.  Where there is 

poverty, danger or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and 

restore. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 
 

P: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you 

to hear us.  Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 

ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing 

in your sight.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Please be seated 
 

HYMN   #285 (1-2,6,11-12) “The Ten Commandments are the Law”  

 

SERMON               Matthew 5:20-26 

 

“Protecting your neighbor’s life needs to begin in the heart” 

 

1. Understanding the righteousness God demands 

2. Putting aside selfish anger 

3. Promoting reconciliation 

 

RESPONSE   #272 – “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”   
Please be seated 
 

OFFERING 
Please Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P:       Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give 

us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

 

P: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us 

from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
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 PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C:  Sings “Glory be to God the Father” - CW #239 

  

P:  The LORD be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. God of all power and might, You are the Giver of all that is good. 

Help us love You with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with 

all we need, and keep us safe in Your care; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

   

Please be seated  

THE WORD 

  

FIRST LESSON                    Exodus 20:1-17 
 

1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before 
me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 8 "Remember the Sabbath 
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 day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day 
is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or 
your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner 
who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy. 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in 
the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not 
commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 

your neighbor's."  (ESV)  
 

 

 

PSALM 19 (p.70 in front section of hymnal) 
 

 

 

SECOND LESSON           Romans 6:3-11 
 

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 
Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 
11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  (ESV) 

 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY     
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Please stand for the reading of the Gospel  

 

GOSPEL LESSON               Matthew 5:20-26  
  

    20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 21 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 
'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.' 22 But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of 
fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your 
accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, 
and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never 
get out until you have paid the last penny. (ESV) 
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