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3rd Sunday in Lent – “My eyes are ever toward the LORD”
WELCOME: To all our guests and visitors we extend a warm and sincere welcome. To those seeking a church home, we offer fellowship with a living Redeemer, membership in His Church and citizenship in His Kingdom. Our message is as old as God’s Word to mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the salvation of mankind. Please sign our Guest Register as you leave the church.     
Order of Worship: 
Word and Sacrament, page 26
Hymns:  

308, 472, 310, 586


First Lesson:
 
Jeremiah 26:1-15

Psalm: 

73, page 94


Second Lesson: 
Ephesians 5:1-9

Gospel Lesson: 
Luke 11:14-28

Sermon Text: 
Jeremiah 26:1-15

Sermon Theme:    “God’s earnest call to repent is His
earnest call to live”
1. The Word we don’t deserve to hear
2. The Word we don’t always like to hear

3. The Word we need to hear to live

0rganist:

Mrs. Marilyn Feliciano
Worship leader:
Pastor Ross Else 

This Week at Emmaus  

TODAY 

Worship w/Lord’s Supper

8:00/10:30 am 

Growing in God’s Word


9:15 am
MONDAY

Information Class


6:30 pm

TUESDAY

Church Council Meeting 

6:30 pm
WEDNESDAY

Fellowship Supper


5:45 pm




Lenten Worship

 

6:30 pm  



Choir Practice



after church  

FRIDAY

Basketball Shootout

 
1:45 pm

SATURDAY

Confessional Service w/Lord’s Supper
6:00 pm

NEXT SUNDAY 
Worship 



8:00/10:30 am 

               

Growing in God’s Word


9:15 am 
Lord's Supper - is celebrated today. Our Savior gives us his body and blood along with the bread and wine for our forgiveness in this Blessed Sacrament. Because he also wants us to examine ourselves prior to communing (1 Corinthians 11:23-29), and that those who commune with one another be united in doctrine and practice (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:1-17; 2 John 9-11), we respectfully ask that those who are members of Emmaus, or members of congregations in fellowship with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, commune with us this morning. If you are not a member and would like to join us for communion, please speak with Pastor Else, so we can set up a time to study what God’s Word has to say to us concerning Lord’s Supper and church fellowship. Thank you for your understanding.    

First Lesson – Jeremiah 26:1-15
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came from the LORD: 2“This is what the LORD says: Stand in the courtyard of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the people from the towns of Judah that have come to worship at the house of the LORD. Tell them everything I have commanded you to tell them. Do not hold back a single word. 3 Maybe they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way. Then I will relent and not go through with the disaster that I was planning because of the evil things they have done.” 4 Say to them, “This is what the LORD says: If you will not listen to me and follow my law that I have set before you, 5 and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I have sent to you again and again (but you have not listened), 6 then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city an object of cursing for all the nations of the earth.”

7 The priests, the prophets, and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words at the house of the LORD. 8 Jeremiah finished saying everything the LORD had commanded him to say to all the people. Then the priests, the prophets, and all the people seized him, saying, “You must die! 9 Why do you prophesy in the name of the LORD that this house will be like Shiloh and that this city will be desolate with no one living here?” All the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

10When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD and sat in the entrance of the New Gate of the LORD’s house.

11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people. “This man deserves the sentence of death for prophesying against this city, which you heard with your own ears!” 12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and to all the people, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the things that you have heard. 13 Now reform your ways and your actions, and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and not go through with the disaster he has pronounced against you. 14 But as for me, look, I am in your hands. Do with me as is good and right in your sight. 15 But know this for certain: If you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live here, for truly the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”
Second Lesson – Ephesians 5:1-9
Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)

Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2 And walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But do not let sexual immorality, any kind of impurity, or greed even be mentioned among you, as is proper for saints. 4 Obscenity, foolish talk, and coarse joking are also out of place. Instead, give thanks. 5 Certainly you are aware of this: No immoral, impure, or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ, who is God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words. It is because of these things that the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience. 7 So do not share in what they do.

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth.
Gospel – Luke 11:14-28
   Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)

14 Jesus drove out a demon, which was mute. After the demon had gone out, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But some of them said, “He drives out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.” 16 Others were testing him by demanding of him a sign from heaven. 17 But he knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is destroyed. And a house divided against itself falls. 18 If Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? You say that I drive out demons by Beelzebul. 19 But if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons drive them out? So they will be your judges. 20 Yet if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks him and defeats him, he takes away that man’s full armor, in which he had trusted, and divides up his plunder. 23 “The one who is not with me is against me. The one who does not gather with me scatters. 24 When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, but does not find any. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house, the one I left.’ 25 When it returns, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and dwell there. The last condition of that man becomes worse than the first.” 

27 While he was saying these things, a woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that carried you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” 28 But he said, “Even more blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.”
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“By His Word Jesus overcomes the strong man” 
Announcements
In Our Prayers – 

Those with ongoing health and other struggles – Jessica Wendt (recovering from oral surgery) Chuck Widmann, surgery, Kathy Desch – cancer, (Linda Thompson’s sister) Jason Steger, heart surgery (friend of Katie Conklin), Tracie Jaeger, back surgery (Laurie Conklin’s sister), Faith Conklin, (daughter-in-law of David & Laurie Conklin), Joseph Trovini, (Donna Schulz’s father), Hunter Miller, Kim Miller, Brad Anderson, Anthony McCullough, (Sandy Griffiths’ grandson) Julie Patterson (daughter-in-law of Jim and Judy Patterson), Vince Wallenberg, Ellen King, Cindy & Cynthia Mayotte, 
Those who are - sick, unemployed, traveling, celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, serving in the military, single, married, parents, children.  

It’s Tax Time - Wait!  Before you file your taxes, would you consider donating what you would otherwise pay in Arizona state tax to support students at Emmaus? Learn more at www.acsto.org or call the office at 602-843-3853.
“The Wonders of God” - is the title of our Bible information class that is being offered every Monday night from 6:30-7:30.  This class is intended to be a review of the truths of Scripture 1) for anyone simply interested in an overview of what the Bible says; 2) for those interested in learning more about what our church and school teaches; 3) for those interested in becoming communicant members of Emmaus; and 4) for members wishing to have a review of God’s Word as they learned it in catechism class. Each week we will review a section of the workbook that was assigned the week before. Bring your questions and your desire to dig into the Bible, as we learn about the wonderful things God has done for us.   
Lent - The theme for our 6:30 pm midweek Lent services is “Repent: Turn to Jesus” The theme for each week is as follows:

Mar 22 – “Repent: Turn to Jesus to Release the Guilt of the Past" (Ps 51:1-3)
Mar 29 –" Repent: Turn to Jesus When You Face Temptation" (Mark 14:32-38, Luke 22:45,46)           

Apr 5 – “Repent: Turn to Jesus. He Changes Your Life” (Luke 7:44-50)
Fellowship Dinner - will precede each service at 5:45 pm.  This Wednesday, 3/22, fried chicken will be provided.  Every family is asked to bring a salad, side or dessert to go with the chicken.  If you can help with setup and/or cleanup on any of the Wednesdays, please sign up on the form in the Fellowship Hall or in the back of the church.  It would be greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions please talk with Jill Kaiser, Janean Plocher or contact the office at 602-843-3853.
Artificial Grass – To date we have received commitments to cover over half of this $10,000 project. Based on those commitments the Board of Church Properties voted to proceed with this project with the goal of having the grass installed by Easter. If you would still like to contribute to this special project or have any questions, please see Nathan Brekken, or any of the Board of Properties members (Dave Flood, Dave MacDonald, Rusty Widmann). Thank you.

Choir for Palm Sunday & Easter – If you would like to be a part of the choir please join us next Wednesday, 3/22, after the worship service.  We will be singing for Palm Sunday and Easter morning.  If you have any questions, please speak with Mrs. Plocher.

Sunday School – Please join us between services from 9:15 – 10:15 am for the further study of God’s Word. There is Sunday School for ages 3 through high school and also Bible Study for the adults.    

      Preschool – grade 3 meet in Rm1          “Paul on Trial”
      4th – 6th grade meet in Room 6                “Peter and Cornelius”

      7th – High School age meet in Room 7   “Yeast”

      Adults meet in the Fellowship Hall          “Worship and the Lutheran Liturgy”

Worship Attendance   

Sunday, March 12th – 142 (80 - 8:00 am, 62 – 10:30 am)

Wednesday, March 8th - 84
Income from week ending Mar. 12, 2017   Month Total   Monthly Budget

First Fruits Offering 
        $4741.51
   $11,684.51  
   $20,940
School


        $3329.67      $6381.35
   $12,140
Preschool/Extended Care      $2622.86      $2688.65   
   $5470                
Mortgage   

        $310              $560
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