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“The Seed of David
comes to His Temple”
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December 30, 2018
1st Sunday after Christmas
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE BEFORE HIM

OPENING HYMN  “Of the Father's Love Begotten” (CW #35)

STAND

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to
forgive us.

The congregation may kneel.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
(+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Organist: Mrs. Marci Brekken
Worship leader: Pastor Ross Else

This Week at Emmaus

TODAY Worship w/Lord’s Supper 8:00 am
Bible Study and Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship w/Lord’s Supper 10:30 am

WEDNESDAY Bible Class 6:30 pm

NEXT SUNDAY Worship w/Lord’s Supper 8:00 am
Bible Study and Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am

MONDAY New Year’s Eve worship w/Lord’s Supper 6:30 pm

Announcements

Those with ongoing health and other struggles -Lilly Ventura; Nancy MacDonald; Mikka
Suhonen; David Conklin; Barb Widmann; Coover Shiffer; Barb Wendt; Barb Osborn; Barb
Widmann; Rich Tollefson; Pastor Retberg; Jean Bagley; Roger Wilde; Kimberly Fritz (cancer);
Shaun Eversole (cancer); Chuck Widmann; Brad Anderson; Roger Wilde’s wife, Carol; Polly
Mackenzie; Vince Wallenberg; Ellen King; Diane Scheel; Linda Thompson’s friend Kathy Desch
(cancer);

Those who are - sick, unemployed, traveling, celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, serving in
the military, single, married, parents, children.

Children’s Bulletins and Books - We have special bulletins for our children each Sunday. The
ushers will have them when they are handing out the weekly bulletins. Please feel free to ask
them for this bulletin. Crayons are also available from the ushers. Christian books are also
available for ages 0 to 10 + to look at or read during the service! Please ask an usher to direct
you to the books so you or your child may pick out an age appropriate book bag or book.

Bathrooms/Baby Changing Tables - are located in the Fellowship Hall, which is the large building
in front of the church. (The building closest to the parking lot) There are changing tables in both
bathrooms for your convenience. The bathrooms are located on the east end of the building.

Worship Attendance

Sunday, December 23 - 139 (84 - 8:00 am, 55 - 10:30am)
Wednesday Advent - 62
Income from week ending Dec. 23, 2018 Month Total Monthly Budget

First Fruits Offering $4925 $21,113.12 $30,128
School $302.95 $16,087.20 $14,803
Preschool/Extended Care $775.72 $3387.87.15  $5584
Mortgage $165 $765
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C: A - men. A - men. A - men.
CLOSING HYMN #78 — “O Light of Gentile Nations”
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear
our prayer, O Christ.
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C:  Christ, have mer - cy.

P: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and
keep us in your tender care:
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P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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you came to live with us; you made your Fa - ther known;
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THANKSGIVING

STAND
THANK THE LORD
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re-news his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with

shouts of thanks- giv-ing. Al-le - ln - ia! Al-le -lu - ia!

P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
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C: A - men.

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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DISTRIBUTION (During the distribution the congregation will sing Hymn 38)

CHRISTMAS
38 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
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1 “From heav’'n a - bove to earth I come To bear good
2 “To you this night s born a child Of Mar - vy,
3 “This is the Christ, our God most high, Who hears your
4 “He will  on you the gifts be - stow Pre - pared by
5 “These are  the signs which you shall mark: The swad-dling
o) . .
[V ] | I y [ | | I
Hs—o I o = TN+ e E— ——
\\Q)\} v =I e d [ =I/ v I |
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cho - sen vir - gin mild; This lit - tle child of low -

sad and bit - ter cry;
God for all be - low,
clothes and man - ger dark.

He will  him - self your Sav -
That in his  king - dom, bright
There you will find the in -
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I bring, Where - of I now  will say and sing:
ly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.
ior be From all your sins to set you free.
and fair, You may with us his glo - ry share.
fant laid By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”
6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,

Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us his own dear Son.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 9
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That you might share your joy with me.

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 11
And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small
A cradle for the Lord of all.

12 And so it pleases you to see 13
This simple truth revealed to me:
That all the world’s wealth, honor, might
Are weak and worthless in your sight.

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 15
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle song:

And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christchild lying there.

Ah, Lord, though you created all,

How weak you are, so poor and small,
That you should choose to lay your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled
Within my heart, made clean and new,
A quiet chamber kept for you.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us his Son has given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: VoM HIMMEL HOCH (LM) Schumann, Geistliche lieder auffs new gebessert, Leipzig, 1539.
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how glo - rious is your name in all the earth.

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, in mercy You sent Your only begotten Son to take up-
on Himself our human nature. By His gracious coming deliver us from the corrup-
tion of our sin and transform us into the likeness of His glory; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Please be seated

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 11:1-5

A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots
will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD. 3 He will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he
sees with his eyes, nor will he render decisions based on what his ears hear, 4 but with
righteousness he will judge the poor, and he will render fair decisions in favor of the
humble of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the
breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be the belt around his
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his hips. (EHV)

PSALM 103 (p.105 in front section of hymnal)
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SECOND LESSON Galatians 4:1-7

What I am saying is this: As long as the heir is a young child, he is no different
from a slave. Although he is owner of everything, 2 he is still under guardians and
managers until the day set by his father. 3 So also, when we were younger children, we
were enslaved under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully
come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be born under the law,
5 in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be adopted as sons. 6 And
because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba,
Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are
also an heir of God through Christ. (EHV)

VERSE OF THE DAY

P: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)
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Please stand for the reading of the Gospel

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:25-38

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 23(As it is written in the
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male will be called holy to the Lord.”) 24 And they
came to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, He sent His Son,
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might
receive the full rights of sons.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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I will give you thanks, for
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whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, waiting for the comfort
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Moved by the
Spirit he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what was customary according to the law, 28 Simeon took him into his arms
and praised God. He said, 29 Lord, you now dismiss your servant in peace, according to
your word, 30 because my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared
before the face of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of
your people Israel. 33 Joseph and the child’s mother were amazed at the things that were
spoken about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Listen
carefully, this child is appointed for the falling and rising of many in Israel and for a
sign that is spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. And
a sword will pierce your own soul t0o.”

36 Anna, a prophetess, was there. She was a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was very old. She had lived with her husband for seven years after her
marriage, 37 and then she was a widow of eighty-four years. She did not leave the
temple complex, since she was worshipping with fasting and prayers night and day. 38
Standing nearby at that very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord. She kept speaking about
the child to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had
accomplished everything according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town, Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong. He was filled with
wisdom, and God’s favor was on him. (EHV)
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

Please be seated

HYMN #41 “Let All Together Praise Our God”

SERMON Romans 5:1-2
Peace with God

1. Why we need it
2. How we receive it

STAND



THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father; And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead; whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe
one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins; And I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED

OFFERING

STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we
receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth,
the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of
rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we
praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood,
which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of
grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the
whole Christian Church on earth.

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and
our love for one another.
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P: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith,
lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are
perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence.
Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give
us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the
family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have
established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick
and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE SACRAMENT

P: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
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C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.



