
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today 
and forever.” Hebrews 13.8 

  
Another page on  the calendar turns , 
giving us yet another opportunity to take 
inventory of our lives Ð both where weÕve 
been and where weÕre going. 
  
What do you see when you look back on 
2009?  I see change. Some faces in the 
congregation changed; some of our 
scheduled ministry programs changed 
times and even days.  As individuals we 
changed Ð perhaps place of residence, 
job, or family situation.  Some changes 
were for the better; others were not. 
  
What do you see when you look forward 
to 2010? Will you have more good times 
than bad? Will your relationships improve 
or grow worse? Will your family increase 
or decrease? Will you have a new job or 
any job at all? Will your health get better 
or will it deteriorate? Will you even see 
December of 2010? 
  
We simply donÕt know what the New Year 
will bring do we? As much as we like to 
think otherwise sometimes, weÕre not in 
control of our lives are we? We werenÕt 
last year; we wonÕt be this year.  So is it 
all just a shot in the dark?  Is there really 
nothing more we can do other than close 
our eyes and hope for the best? 
  
Another page turns , giving us yet 
another opportunity to take inventory of 
life, both where IÕve been and where IÕm 
going.  Another page turns . Have I 
been, am I now, will I be walking with or 
without Jesus Christ? Another page 
turns, and there he stands . 
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When we take inventory of where Jesus 
has been and where heÕll be, itÕs not a 
shot in the dark at all.  He was there all of 
last year, rightly diagnosing or greatest 
problem Ð our sins and the resulting 
inevitable death. He was there, pleading 
with us to confess those sins before him. 
He was there with the comfort that all of 
our sins were washed away through his 
holy precious blood, and innocent 
suffering and death on the cross. He was 
there, yearning for us to put our trust in 
him alone as our hope of heaven. 
  
And he will be there in 2010 with his 
unchanging word of truth. He will be 
there, yearning to shower us with his 
love, to spread his mighty arms around 
us to comfort and strengthen us. He will 
be there, calling us to grow closer to him 
through our use of his Word and 
Sacrament. 
  
Another page turns É By GodÕs grace 
alone our happiness for 2010 and eternity 
doesnÕt depend on who we are or what 
weÕve done. It rather depends entirely on 
the one who lived the pure life I couldnÕt 
live, died the death I shouldÕve died, and 
conquered the grave I canÕt conquer. 
Jesus doesnÕt change. God grant that 
whether we are still on this earth to take 
inventory at the end of 2010 or not, Jesus 
and his Word remain our daily comfort 
and strength. 
  
Another page turns, and there Jesus 
stands.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2  Church Updates  

Monthly Events  
¥ Worship Service hours: 8:00 am and 

10:30 am 
¥ Sunday School & Bible Class : 9:15 am 
¥ WomenÕs Group Ð Meets 4th  Tuesday of 

each month  
¥ Basic Christianity class  Ð Monday nights 

at 6:00 pm for those interested in learning 
what the Bible teaches; for those wanting 
a ÒrefresherÓ on the basics of Christian 
teaching; for those simply wanting to 
spend more time in GodÕs Word. 
Upcoming lessons will study faith, the 
Word of God, Baptism, and the LordÕs 
Supper. 

¥ Adult Bible Study  - Wednesday nights at 
7 pm 

¥ Jan 5th    Church Properties 6:30 pm & 
    Elders 7:00 pm 

¥ Jan 7th  Worship Team Meeting @ 
6:00pm 

¥ Jan 9th   Outreach Planning Meeting  
  @ 9:00 am 
¥ Jan 11th  Finance and Education Ð 7 pm 
¥ Jan 13th   Worship Service @ 6:00 pm 
¥ Jan 18th   No School MLK Day 
¥ Jan 19th   Church Council @7:00 pm 
¥ Jan 26th   Women's Group @ 7:00 pm 
     

 
 

The annual meeting for the congregation is 
scheduled for Sunday January 24 th after 2 nd 
service.  This not only gives an opportunity to 
be updated on our ministry efforts, but also to 
give feedback and suggestions as we look 
forward to continuing the proclamation of the 
gospel in and around Phoenix.  
 
 

New Members  
If you are a new member and would like to be 
added to our monthly newsletter to display 
your birthday (month/date) and wedding 
anniversary (month/year) you can email me at 
millergals@msn.com or put a note in the 
mailbox in the back of church in the 
newsletter in box.  
 
UPDATE Birthday and Anniversary Form  
¥ Updating the birthday and anniversary list 

for the newsletter.  Attached is the form to 
be filled out for all members if you would 
like to have your birthday and anniversary 
listed in the newsletter.   Please send via 
email millergals@msn.com or place the 
form in the "newsletter inbox" in the back 
of church.    Need to have this turn into my 
by January 24th. Questions let me know. 

 
Church Bulletin  
Please forward all announcements and 
prayer request to Michelle Coda either by 
phone or email.  They will be forward on to 
Pastor Else.  Phone#  602-290-0775  or 
codas@q.com 
 
Service Opportunities  
There are a number of service opportunities 
available to you. Perhaps you would like to 
help set up for the LordÕs Supper for one or 
two months during the year, or help clean the 
church, or bring a dish for the Lent 
soup/sandwich suppers. There are sign-up 
sheets available for each of these, or simply 
speak with Pastor or Deb Fais and weÕll get 
you started. Thanks so much. 
 

Church Council Update  
 
President Ð Howard Widmann 
Vice President Ð Bob King 
Secretary Ð Paul Bauer                          
Treasurer Ð Tim Palm 
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Church Elections  - Elected at last monthÕs 
votersÕ meeting and installed along with all of 
the other board members are the following 
servants:  Tim Palm as treasurer; Paul Bauer 
as secretary; Jack Foster and Jeff Wendt to 
Christian Education; Nate Brekken and Tom 
Gray to Elders; David Anderson to Church 
Properties; and Donovan Dameron and 
Chuck Easley to Finance. In addition we 
thank our Lord for the faithful, willing, and 
humble service of the following men who 
have finished their current terms of service on 
the boards:  Ron Osborn, Sr., Roger Wilde, 
David Schulz, David Conklin and Eric 
Coda. The annual votersÕ meeting is 
scheduled for January 24 th after 2 nd service . 
 

Board Updates  
Board of Finance:  
Chairman Ð Mr. Dave Schultz  

¥ No report 
 
Board of Church Properties:  
Chairman Ð Mr. Paul Bauer  
¥ The Board of Properties will be meeting on 

Tuesday, Jan 5. 
¥ New Board members will be installed on 

Jan 3 and officers for the Board will be 
elected at the meeting on Jan 5. 

¥ General maintenance and lawn care  
¥ Setting up the manger for the Christmas 

season were the recent activities.   
 
Board of Ed ucation:  
Chairman Ð Mr. Chris Suhonen 
Meeting Notes December 14, 2009 
¥ In light of the success of our Sunday 

School reorganization, the Board 
continues to explore ways to increase our 
attendance. 

¥ The Board discussed the viability of a 
Lutheran Pioneers program and how it fits 
into our mission as a congregation. 

¥ The Board of Education would like to offer 
their sincere gratitude to David Conklin 
and Eric Coda for their work on the Board 

over the years as their terms expired the 
end of December.  On behalf of the 
congregation we thank them for their 
faithful service to our Lord & Savior. 

 
Board of Elders:   
Chairman - Mr. Dave Miller 
Ushers: 
Early - Richard Wendt & Jeff Wendt 
Late -  Bob King and ? 
 
Fellowship Opportunities  
Worship -There are a number of our 
members who have been unable to attend 
communion services on the weekends, due to 
work schedules, etc. For this reason we will 
be having an evening worship service during 
the week at which we will also have the LordÕs 
Supper. On Wednesday the 13 th we will 
have this worship service beginning at 6:00 
pm.  Adult Bible study will follow at 7.  Please 
note that this worship service is obviously 
open to anyone and everyone in the 
congregation who wishes to come. If you 
have any questions, please ask Pastor. 
Thanks.  
 
Sunday School  
¥ Meets at 9:15.   
¥ Volunteers are always welcomed. 
 
Bible Studies  
¥ Basic Christianity Class Ð Monday at 6:00 

PM  
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WomenÕs Group  
¥ Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from the Emmaus Women's Group!!  We 
are beginning a brand new year and 
Praising Our Lord and Savior Jesus for all 
of the Blessings He has bestowed on us 
at Emmaus.  We are truly blessed 
abundantly and beyond measure.  We 
confidently pray that He will carry us to 
another New Year of Blessings.  I would 
like to take this moment to thank all those 
who have assisted Charmane and myself 
with the Advent Dinners, they were over 
the top and scrumptious to the last 
spoonful.  Laurie did a great job, thank 
you.  I have been blessed to have such a 
wonderful group this past year.  We will 
miss Jill Sergent as our secretary; her 
sincere willingness to serve will be 
missed.  We are grateful for Julie Brown 
who stepped up to help finish this years 
Secretarial position, thanks Julie. 

 
¥ January 9th  at 9AM Women's Group 

invites all women to come help remove 
the Christmas decorations.  We will meet 
in the Fellowship Hall and store all the 
decorations til next year.  Many Hands 
Makes Light Work, Thank you All. Deb 
Fais, Womens Group. 

 
¥ January 26th, 2010  - Women's Group 

Meeting at 7PM located in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Plans are a short meeting and 
followed by a work night to restore order to 
the Kitchen after a busy Christmas and 
Advent Season.  Roll up your sleeves and 
join us for an evening of service.  Let's 
have fun recalling our memories of this 
years Christmas Celebrations, sure to be 
some laughs and a fun time by all.  We will 
share refreshments as well.  Come one 
come all.  Thank you for serving your 
Emmaus Congregation and Women's 
Group.  Appreciatively, Women's Group 

President, Debbie Fais.:) 
 
¥ Future Event is planned for February 

4th,  Father Daughter Dinner Dance.  
Sponsored by The Emmaus Women's 
Group.  This will take place in the 
Fellowship Hall beginning at 6PM - 8:00 
pm. Pictures will be taken of each father 
and his daughter followed by dinner.  ALL 
Daughters from Kindergarten to Eighth 
grade are cordially invited.  DJ will be 
Donald Keys.  PLEASE RSVP BY 
FEBRUARY 1ST, 2010.  We need a count 
as to purchase food for numbers 
attending.  You may do so by emailing 
Charmane Osborn at rcosborn@cox.net 
or Debbie Fais at dlfais@cox.net  or you 
may notify your childÕs class teacher.  
Looking forward to seeing you there. 
Debbie Fais, WomenÕs Group President. 

 
Month of January   
Cleaning the Church - Debbie Fais  
Communion  Set up- Heather Brekken.   
 
CHURCH FAMILY PICTURES !!   Those who 
have not had their family picture taken as yet 
and would like to have them taken, please 
contact Debbie Fais at 623-979-7489  or 
dlfais@cox.net.  I will try to accomodate you 
with a day or time to complete this task. 
Thank you, Deb Fais.  
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ÒA Night in BethlehemÓ  
¥ The Event went off very well, lots of 

entertainment.  There was a story walk, 
Mary and Joseph walking through the 
town of Bethlehem and other towns 
people selling their goods.  Angels singing  
rejoicing of the new born king being born.  
Crafts- candy canes, basket weaving , 
stars, juice making and  the making of 
bread.  Also snacks and drinks were 
provided.   Thank you for all who 
participated and volunteered their time in 
making this a success.  

 

 

Adult Fellowship Meeting  
¥ The Adults and some children went 

Caroling through the neighborhood on a 
trailer at the beginning of December. 

 
¥ On Friday, January 8, we are planning on 

going to Zoo Lights Ð from 6:00-10:00 
p.m.  Ð anyone interested in  attending -  
It will be $10.00 per person.  We will meet 
at Church at 5:30 p.m. 

 
¥ We would like to schedule different 

activities every quarter.  If you have ideas 
or would like to help with an activity, 
please contact Sandy Bauer at 623-581-
0746. 

 

Worship Team  
¥ The Worship Team met with Pastor to 

discuss music for church services, the 
team will be meeting again on Jan. 7. 

¥ If you are interested in singing some of 
this new music and liturgy, please contact 
Pastor. 

¥ We have been practicing some of the 
songs from the supplement at 10:00 a.m. 
on Sundays at the end of Bible class. 

 
Thank you  - We would like to thank all of you 
for your cards, prayers, encouragement, and 
gifts you were moved to share with us at 
Christmas. How blessed we are to be called 
GodÕs children through faith in Christ! How 
blessed to be joined together in this family of 
believers to walk and work together in his 
kingdom. Thank you again so very much and 
Jesus be with you all.   
 
-The Else family 
 
 

   
Martin Luther King Day - January 18th, 2010 
 
 

Prayer for January  
Father, God Bless all my friends and family 
as they start the New Year off with all 
their wishes and blessings.  

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays  
 

 
 

 

7th Sue Miller  
8th Becky Foster (Baur) 
10th Tyler Conklin 
11th Nancy Thern 
11th Patty Dameron 
13th Hope Kubica 
13th Austin Kubica 
14th Mark Kaiser  
18th Deborah Fais 
19th Bailey Underwood 
24th Joe Natalie  
25th Michael Shultz 
25th Melissa McCaig 
26th Tara Scheel 
27th Donna Schultz  
28th Jim Patterson  

 

Anniversaries  
 
31st David & Donna Schultz  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Scrip  

Scrip is another name for gift cards. The 
purchase of these store gift cards raises 
funds for ALA students, our Emmaus 
congregation, and the tuition of our Emmaus 
elementary students.  
There is no extra cost to you. You purchase 
the gift card at face value and you receive the 
full value of the card. These gift cards are the 
same gift cards you buy at the stores 
themselves. You may pay for Scrip with cash 
or check. Items with a 4% or higher profit 
may be paid for with credit or debit card. 
Card numbers are kept on file at ALA.  
Scrip has gift cards for Big 5 Sports, Sports 

Authority and Cabelas. 
  
You can purchase Scrip from Jill Kaiser 
between church services or when school 
starts in the school office from Laurie 
Conklin. 
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  Jan 14 vs. Joy ÒAÓ team 
  Jan 15 & 16  WELS Invitational 
   Tournament at ALA 
  Jan 21 vs. Grace ÒAÓ team 
  Jan 27 vs. Joy ÒBÓ team 

 
Here is an up-dated list of areas in  
which you can help out the school. 

 
¥ We are still looking for sewers to help 

make pouches for the back of studentÕs 
chairs. We have a pattern and one mom 
heading this up, we just need more 
sewers. If you can help, please see Mrs. 
Kaiser. 

¥ We basketball starting, we are looking for 
people interested in doing some 
refereeing. If you are interested speak with 
Mr. Hintz. 

¥ A school wish list has been created 
highlighting various items that would help 
out the school. This list can be found on 
the website or a copy can be obtained 
from the office. 

¥ You can also help by donating soda for 
the pop machine. The flavors we sell are 
Mountain Dew, Pepsi, Dr. Pepper, Diet Dr. 
Pepper, Lemonade, Aquafina water (only 
type that works in our machine). We also 
sell Propel (must be 16.9 ounce).  If you 
would like to donate any of these items, 
just bring them to the school workroom.  

¥ Classroom volunteers are always 
welcome. Maybe you could read to 
children or listen to them read. There also 
might be some correcting or helping with a 
bulletin board. If are interested in 
volunteering speak with a teachers 

 

  
 

    
School News for January  
ChristÕs Love, Our Calling!  

 
¥ As we begin a new calendar year we are 

continually reminded of the one thing that 
doesnÕt changeÉour GodÕs love for us. 
Let all of us remember that our church and 
school have truly been blessed this past 
year and our faithful God will continue to 
bless our ministry.  

 
¥ December ended with our children sharing 

the Gospel message of our SaviorÕs birth 
on Christmas Eve. What a blessing to 
about 400 people hear the joyous news of 
ChristÕs birth. We give thanks for this 
opportunity and the awesome job of our 
children.  

 
¥ December also brought an end to our first 

semester. As the children return to school 
after Christmas break they find 
themselves halfway through their school 
year. 

 
¥ January will be a busy month. One of the 

big things that happens is that the 
basketball season begins this month. ItÕs 
also this month that the ÒAÓ teams will be 
making a trip to San Diego to participate in 
a WELS grade school tournament. IÕd like 
to encourage you to check out a home 
basketball game. The following is a list of 
home games for both ÒAÓ & ÒBÓ teams. All 
games start at 3:30 pm with the girls and 
then boys play at 4:30. 



       

C O O K I E S T M T L Z N A S 

N O I T A C A V H G O D A U V 

R S J S F N E G X N G F M L V 

K A N A O I I W L I S T W A E 

R O E Z N N R E X Y F C O N U 

W A I Y Y U T E S E R A N G V 

R R D L W I A T G B I Z S S Q 

A A O N T E H R M O E A X Y U 

R H T S E G N S Y S N V O N Q 

O W N S I L I Y C I D L A E Y 

V O H L V N A O P D S N L Y L 

W S L E G N A C P P D L O C I 

B A B I S N O W F L A K E S M 

Z A N B I B L E X C D H G P A 

Z G M K X E D F L D U S V P F 

  
Angels  Arizona cookies      snowman            Happy New Year 

 
Lights  Calendar cold  fire               snowflakes        Bible                         

 
Singing Disobeying Family  holy             vacation              logs                          

 
Night  Friends Let it snow  star              Au Lang Syne      

 
January           Bible 

 

 
 


