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DEVOTI ON

O the holy one to be
born will be called the
Son of God.O Luke 1:35

Do you believe in miracles?

Many movies depict the “miracle” of
Christmas — Miracle on 34" Street, A
Christmas Carol, etc. More often than
not, these “miracles” deal with a
change in people’s hearts. Hearts that
once were cold and hard now are
warmed with love and compassion for
others, usually because of some life-
changing event. In most of these
stories, there isn’t much mention of
Jesus, if any at all. And that’s truly sad,
because there is no miracle of
Christmas apart from Christ.

Do you believe in miracles?

Mary certainly did. She was told that
she, a virgin, would give birth to a child.
She did. The Christ-Child was
conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit. He was flesh and blood. He
was completely dependent on others
for nourishment and protection. He
would grow and learn. He was made
just as we are, but with one very big
difference - He had no sin.

Do you believe in miracles?

This Christmas miracle means that
Jesus is true man. God demands that
we always and purely love him above
all things. Jesus came to do it for us.
God demanded that sinners be
punished. This Christ-Child would grow
up and be pierced for us, taking our
place under the thunderbolt of God’s

just judgment against our sin.

Without this miracle we are left to
stand before God all alone. Without
this miracle | must answer for all the
times I've shoved God off into a corner,
for all the times I've thought Christmas
was all about presents, or the “warm
fuzzies” of chestnuts roasting on an
open fire — none of which are wrong in
and of themselves, but none of which
pays for a single sin, comforts my
conscience, or gives me hope when |
draw my last breath.

But this miracle of Christmas
assures me that the Christ-Child is
also true God. Therefore, | don’t stand
before God alone. God fully and freely
forgives me because he punished
Jesus in my place. He tells me | have
kept his commands purely, because
Jesus did for me. Because Jesus is
also true God, | have the certainty that |
am forgiven, pure, and heading for my
heavenly home.

Do you believe in miracles?

With or without the lights, money spent,
gifts received, snow, family home for
the holidays, etc., the miracle of
Christmas remains doesn’t it? Jesus is
true man — he lived; he died, he rose
again in your place. Jesus is true God
— his sacrifice is enough for you, for
me, for all. Blessed Christmas to you
all!




Church Updates

Monthly Events
Worship Service hours: 8:00 am and
10:30 am

* Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:15 am

* Women® Group — Meets 4™ Tuesday of
each month

* Adult Bible Study - Wednesday nights at
7 pm

* Basic Christianity class B Monday nights
at 6:00 pm for those interested in learning
what the Bible teaches; for those wanting
a “refresher” on the basics of Christian
teaching; for those simply wanting to
spend more time in God’s Word.
Upcoming lessons will study faith, the
Word of God, Baptism, and the Lord’s
Supper.

* Dec 2nd - Advent Service w/Dinner at
6:00 pm (Wednesday)

* Dec 7th - Finance and Education — 7 pm

* Dec 9th - Advent Service w/Dinner at 6:00
pm (Wednesday)

* Dec 15th Church Properties 6:30 pm &

Elders 7:00 pm

* Dec 15th - Church Council at 7:00 pm

* Dec 16th - Advent Service w/Dinner at
6:00 pm (Wednesday)

* Dec 24th - Christmas Eve Service at 4:30
am and 6:00 pm

* Dec 25th - Christmas Day Service at 9:00
am

* Dec 27th - Special voters’ meeting for
elections on Sunday at 11:45 am.

Midweek Advent services
For the three Wednesdays in Advent,
December 2, 9, and 16, we will gather
together for worship. Each service will begin
at 7:00 pm. Our midweek worship services
will focus on some Advent messages from the
prophet Isaiah, given over 700 years before
the Savior’s birth, given to comfort and
encourage God’s people as they waited for
the coming Savior:
* December 2

The coming Savior’s birth — Isaiah 7:14
* December 9

The coming Savior's name — Isaiah 9:6-7
* December 16

The coming Savior’s work — Isaiah 61:1-3

Advent Dinners

A soup/sandwich dinner will be served on
Wednesday nights before the Advent service
from 6:00-6:45 PM. Sign up lists are on the
Fellowship Hall Bulletin Board. If you are able
to help, please sign in. Further questions
contact Laurie Conklin at 602-843-3853

New Members

If you are a new member and would like to be
added to our monthly newsletter to display
your birthday (month/date) and wedding
anniversary (month/year) you can email me at
millergals@msn.com or put a note in the
mailbox in the back of church in the
newsletter in box.

Church Bulletin

Please forward all announcements and
prayer request to Michelle Coda either by
phone or email. Phone - 602-290-0775 or
codas@g.com




Church Updates (Cont)

Church Council Update

* President — Howard Widmann
* Vice President — Bob King

* Secretary — Paul Bauer

e Treasurer — Dave Shultz

Board Updates
Board of Finance:
Chairman — Mr. Dave Schultz

Board of Church Properties:

Chairman — Mr. Paul Bauer

* You will notice that the Parish Hall has
taken a new look inside. The Board of
Properties recommended moving the wall
over in the Parish hall, and completed it.
We have enjoyed having a little more
room for bible class and recent potlucks.

Board of Education:

Chairman — Mr. Chris Suhonen

Board of Education Meeting Notes

November 9, 2009

* Boy’s soccer and Girl’s volleyball is
wrapped up in November but basketball is
getting ready to begin right before
Christmas vacation.

* Action item for next meeting is the
proposal to appoint sub-committees to
examine our current staffing levels and to
recommend changes, if any, for the future.

Board of Elders:

Chairman - Mr. Dave Miller

Ushers:

First Service - Paul Bauer and Nate Brekken
Second Service - Ron Osborn Srand ?

Service Opportunities

There are a number of service opportunities
available to you. Perhaps you would like to
help set up for the Lord’s Supper for one or
two months during the year, help clean the
church, or bring a dish for the Lent suppers.
There are sign-up sheets available for each of

these, or simply speak with Pastor or Deb
Fais and we’ll get you started. Thanks!

Sing a new song to the Lord!

* If you'd like to join us in reviewing some of
the new hymns for Advent and Christmas
that we introduced last year, and plan to
use again this year, please come to the
Fellowship Hall at about 10:05 as we
learn/relearn some of these songs of
worship. We’ll be using them for the
midweek services, a Sunday service, and
Christmas. Thanks!

Sunday School
* Check the website under Bible Studies for
upcoming lessons.

Bible Studies

* Wednesday Adult Bible study B7 pm.

* The Distant Triumph Song — The
Serpent-Crusher Will Come Again! Sadly
the book of Revelation has often been
misused and abused to the detriment of
Christian faith. But our risen and ascended
Savior gave a series of visions to the
apostle John in order to comfort and
strengthen Christians in times of
persecution. This is its blessed purpose.
This is the focus of our study.

e Sunday morning — Christ is superior! We
continue our study of the book of
Hebrews, written to urge Christians who
were being tempted to drift away from
Christ to remain faithful.

Prayer for December

Father, God Bless all my friends and family as
they go through tough times and those
families who are in the military get through
this holiday season. Amen




Women@ Group

* December 8th, 6:30 PM, The Ladies
Group will sponsor a Christmas Party for
ALL LADIES of the Congregation. We
ask that you bring a gift for the gift
exchange with a limit of $10.00. We would
also like you to bring your favorite
Christmas Cookie (two dozen) for a
Cookie exchange, along with the recipe.
The Ladies Group will be supplying a
Dinner for all to share. Come and enjoy
the fellowship of your Sisters in Christ, for
a fun filled evening. President, Debbie
Fais 623-979-7489

* Advent Dinners will begin soon. Sign up
Lists will appear soon on the Fellowship
Hall Bulletin Board. They will begin the
2nd of December thru the 16th. If you are
able to help, please sign in. Further
questions contact Laurie Conklin at 602-
843-3853.

CHURCH FAMILY PICTURES!!

* Those who have not had their family
picture taken as yet and would like to have
them taken, please contact Debbie Fais at
623-979-7489 or dlfais@cox.net. | will try
to accommodate you with a day or time to
complete this task. Thank you, Deb Fais.

Youth Group

e The vyouth group Christmas party on
December 4 was a lot of fun. Thanks to
everyone that came.

OANight in BethlehemO

* December 19th from 6:00-8:00 PM.
Please join us for “A Night in Bethlehem”
and visit our shops and learn about town
life at the time of Jesus’ birth. You are
also invited to follow Mary and Joseph as
they travel to Bethlehem. Crafts and
snacks will be part of the event. Bring
your whole family for a night of fun and

fellowship as we learn and celebrate the
true meaning of Christmas-our Savior's
birth.

* Volunteers are still needed to help run the
shops and crafts. If you have any
questions or would like to help us on that
night, please speak with Nikki Hintz (602)
615-8341 cnhintz@msn.com or Angela
Palm (480) 290-4167
angelamarie934@yahoo.com

)

)

Adult Fellowship Meeting

* An Adult Fellowship meeting was held.
We discussed activities and decided that
in December we would schedule caroling
during the holidays.

* Caroling will be more of a family activity.
This has been scheduled for Saturday,
December 12 at 6:00 p.m. We will be
caroling in the neighborhood and sing
while we ride on a trailer. After caroling,
we will meet back at church for snacks
and drinks.

* (Going to Zoo Lights was also discussed.
This may be scheduled for January. If you
have ideas or would like to help with an
activity, please contact Sandy Bauer at
623-581-0746.



Organizations (cont)

Worship Team

* The Worship Team met with Pastor to
discuss music for church services, Choir,
trying some of the new liturgy, and singing
some of the songs in the supplement. We
will be singing some of these songs during
the Advent season.

* If you are interested in singing some of
this new music and liturgy, please contact
Pastor. We will first start to have practices
at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays and then
schedule practices as needed.




Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays Anniversaries

1st  Christina Engdahl 31st Donald & Roseann Keys
15th Makayla Kaiser

21st  Mikayla Keys

22nd James Anderson

23rd Caleb Anderson

23rd Jeanne't Wendt S

Christmas is here. Scrip cards can be great
as gifts and stocking stuffers. Otherwise use
Scrip cards to buy your presents. Scrip has
clothing stores like JC Penneys, Old Navy,
Kohls and Sears. Scrip has home
improvement stores like Lowe’s and Home
Depot. Scrip has cards for Game Stop and
Best Buy. Keep your shopping simple and
buy Scrip.

You can purchase Scrip from Jill Kaiser
between church services or when school
starts in the school office from Laurie Conklin.



School News
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December
Christ@ Love, Our Calling!

Just a few short days ago we celebrated
Thanksgiving. As a school, we have soooo
much to be for which to be thankful. The
following are just a few things for which we
give thanks to our gracious God. We are
thankful for...

* an awesome group of students.

* our parents because they see the
importance of a Christian education.

* our parents and the sacrifices they make
to have their children here at Emmaus.

* the extremely positive atmosphere our
students and parents have created on our
campus.

* the many members and friends of
Emmaus who support our school’s
ministry through their

* words of encouragement , their prayers,
their offerings, and their gifts.

* the daily opportunities to point our
students to our Savior’'s cross and empty
grave.

Oh give thanks unto the Lord for he is good!

As we enter December our thoughts turn
toward remembering the birth of our Savior.
The students have decorated their desks and
their classrooms. Christmas trees light’ in up
each room and the singing of Christmas
songs can be heard echoing through our
courtyard.

Preparations are also being made for the
Children’s Christmas Eve service, which will
be on Christmas Eve (Wed.Dec.24) at 4:30
& 6pm. The title of this year’s service is
“Come, Lord Jesus”. The children invite each
and every one of you to attend this special
service.

20 205 205 20
The volleyball and soccer seasons have
ended. Again we would like to thank our kids
for being great ambassadors of Emmaus and
also our Lord. Next on the docket is a cross-
country meet later this month and also some
conditioning for the up-coming basketball
season.

Here is an up-dated list of areas in which you

can help out the school.

* We are looking for sewers to help make
pouches for the back of student’s chairs.
We have a pattern and one mom heading
this up, we just need more sewers. If you
can help, please see Mrs. Kaiser.

* We basketball starting soon, we are
looking into buying 2-3 more moveable
basketball standards. If you can help with
the cost or would have a standard in
“good” condition, please speak with Mr.
Hintz or Mr. Kaiser.

* A school wish list has been created
highlighting various items that would help
out the school. This list can be found on
the website or a copy can be obtained
from the office.

* You can also help by donating soda for
the pop machine. The flavors we sell are
Mountain Dew, Pepsi, Dr. Pepper, Diet Dr.
Pepper, Lemonade, Aquafina water (only
type that works in our machine). We also
sell Propel (must be 16.9 ounce). If you
would like to donate any of these items,
just bring them to the school workroom.

* Classroom volunteers are always
welcome. Maybe you could read to
children or listen to them read. There also
might be some correcting or helping with a
bulletin board. If are interested in
volunteering speak with a teachers
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